Diabetic muscle infarction: a poorly understood, rare complication of long-standing diabetes mellitus.
Diabetic muscle infarction (DMI) is a rare complication of long-standing diabetes. It does have a fairly characteristic clinical presentation and appearance on magnetic resonance imaging. Despite several hypotheses, the etiology of DMI has not been convincingly determined. A patient with DMI is presented in this report. Analysis of his muscle biopsy suggests impaired nitric oxide formation. We postulate that because nitric oxide is protective against ischemia and/or reperfusion injury in cardiac muscle, insufficient production in skeletal muscle could also predispose to the development of DMI.